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P bli i thTitlePublic measures in the energy 
sector

The Housing Energy Renovation Plan 
(Plan de rénovation énergétique de 

l’habitat—PREH))

Justine Bonenfant

Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy

Key issues of the PREH
A strong government commitment to achieving the national and international 

targets for reducing energy consumption and GHG emissions:
N ti l it t d th ti f b ildi bNational commitment: reduce the energy consumption of buildings by

38% between now and 2020
European commitment: reduce energy consumptions and GHG emissions 

by 20%y
International commitment: Kyoto protocol

The PREH addresses three major issues:
Environmental:

Reducing energy consumptions and GHG emissionsg gy p
Economic:

Maintaining and creating 75,000 local jobs
Social:

Improving the purchasing power of households and reducing fuel poverty

- -
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Goals of the PREH
Ambitious quantitative targets:

Achieving an annual rate of 500,000 dwellings renovated per year byAchieving an annual rate of 500,000 dwellings renovated per year by
2017, including:

120,000 in the social housing stock
380,000 in the private housing stock

C d t i t l 150 000 ti i 2012 i l di 25 000 i lCompared to approximately 150,000 renovations in 2012, including 25,000 social
dwellings

Qualitative targets adapted to the target and the financial capabilities of 
households:households:

In the private housing stock, creation of "works packages" (energy 
savings of approximately 40%)

For example: insulating attics and changing boilers in single-family houses
In the social housing stock, a performance requirement after the works: 

To obtaining a primary energy consumption of less than 150 kWh/m²/year on average.

- -

Operational measures of the PREH
Supporting households

Informing and supporting households in the choice and financing of worksInforming and supporting households in the choice and financing of works
in order to trigger the decision to go ahead with them
Identifying isolated households suffering from fuel poverty
Involving the local authorities g

Improving the financing of energy renovation works
Strengthening aid schemes for the lowest-income households
Optimising the existing financial aid schemes
Improving the financing tools for social housing stock

Involving the professional sector in controlling costs and the quality of worksInvolving the professional sector in controlling costs and the quality of works

- -
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Support for households
Launch of the "Rénovation Info Service" support network

Providing independent, personalised and free technical and financialProviding independent, personalised and free technical and financial
advice
The network covers the whole of France via:

A national "one-stop shop" (internal website and telephone platform), which guides 
households…
… towards a network of 450 local "Points Rénovation Info Service" support centres, 

according to their needs
Promoted by a national communications campaign at the end of 2013Promoted by a national communications campaign at the end of 2013
Identification of households suffering from fuel poverty by "energy-efficiency

ambassadors"
Mobilising local authorities involved in supporting the energy renovation of g pp g gy

private dwellings 
Call for projects, local initiatives for energy renovation club, etc.

- -

The financing of energy renovation 
worksworks
Consolidating the "Habiter Mieux" (Living Better) Programme to combat

fuel povertyfuel poverty
Refocusing or strengthening of the existing aid schemes:

To encourage households to perform more extensive renovations that will 
be more efficient
A sliding scale of aid available according to household incomes

Strengthening of the subsidised loan scheme allowing for the financing of 
energy renovation works in the social housing stock
etc.
Outlook: an increase in third-party financing

Support for energy renovations, especially in collective dwellings, offered 
by certain regions...
…in order to ease the financial constraints on households

- -
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Mobilisation of professionals
Aims: to control costs and the quality of the works carried out
Encourage the upskilling of craftsmen and tradesmen:

"F b t" t i i i i th b ildi t"Feebat" training on energy savings in the building sector
Implementation of the "eco-conditioning" of public aid in order to 

encourage craftsmen and tradesmen to seek training and obtain 
qualificationsq

Development of resources intended for professionals: 
Platforms delivering training on technical operations (Praxibat)
Resource centres

Launching of a call for expressions of interest in the development ofLaunching of a call for expressions of interest in the development of
"industrial methods for the renovation and construction of buildings"

Developing pre-industrialised construction processes
Using digital technologies
Working on renewable and recycled materialsWorking on renewable and recycled materials

- -

Preliminary results
Regarding support

Over 1 million visits to the website and nearly 200,000 telephone calls 
i d t th ti l l l b t O t b 2013 d M 2014received at the national level between October 2013 and May 2014.

A 45% rise in visits to information/advice organisations
Acceleration of the actions to combat fuel poverty

Over 30,000 dwellings funded by the "Habiter Mieux" scheme in 2013, g y
Outlook: address the situation of 50,000 households suffering from fuel 

poverty in 2014
Average energy saving of 39%

In the social housing stockIn the social housing stock
33,000 social dwellings renovated in 2013, for an average energy saving 

of 164 kWhPE/m²/year
Outlook: 40 to 50,000 social dwellings in 2014

19 000 companies with "Reconnu Garant de l’Environnement" environmental19,000 companies with Reconnu Garant de l Environnement environmental
protection certification on 1 October 2014

- -
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P bli i thTitlePublic measures in the energy 
sector

Goals and measures provided for by the Act on
Energy Transition for Green Growth (Loi sur la 

transition énergétique pour la croissance verte)

Katy Narcy

Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy

Context of the Act relating to Energy 
Transition for Green GrowthTransition for Green Growth
Consistent with the process initiated by the Grenelle de l’Environnement

environmental consultation and legislation in 2009 with regard to improving theenvironmental consultation and legislation in 2009 with regard to improving the
new and existing building stock
The Act sets out:

Medium and long-term goals…g g
… and operational measures…

… which add impetus to the Housing Energy Renovation Plan (Plan de 
rénovation énergétique de l’habitat)

Act adopted by the French National Assembly on 14 October 2014
Discussions in the French Senate and vote on the final version in 2015

- -
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Ambitious goals for the building sector
Achieve a situation in which all of the buildings in the property stock are 

renovated to a standard of the "low-energy building" type by 2050renovated to a standard of the low energy building type by 2050

Renovate 500,000 dwellings per year from 2017, prioritising those occupied 
by low-income households

Integration of the government's goal for the Housing Energy Renovation 
Plan (PREH) into the Act

All i t d lli i 330 kWhPE/ ²/ ill hAll private dwellings consuming over 330 kWhPE/m²/year will have
undergone energy renovation by 2030

Approximately 10 million dwellings are concerned

- -

Medium and long-term programming  documents
Drafting of a national five-year strategy for low-carbon intensity development ("low-

carbon strategy")
Definition of national ceilings for greenhouse gas emissions ("carbon budgets") per fiveDefinition of national ceilings for greenhouse gas emissions ( carbon budgets ) per five-

year period and per sector, including the building sector
Drafting of a "national strategy for the mobilisation of investments in energy 

management in the building stock by the horizon of 2050":
Analysis of the building stock and of economically appropriate renovation strategies for y g y pp p g

all segments of building stock (residential, tertiary, public and private)
Action programme for targeting the investments

At the regional level: definition of a "regional energy-efficiency programme"
Coordination and targeting of actions to support private households in the energy 

renovation of their dwellingsrenovation of their dwellings
Mobilisation of banking operators and development of innovative financing tools
Based on the involvement of all stakeholders (State, local authorities, associations, etc.)

- -
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Operational measures for new buildings
Positive-energy buildings: 

New public constructions shall be "exemplary on the energy and environmental levels and 
shall whenever possible be positive-energy buildings conforming to very highshall, whenever possible, be positive-energy buildings conforming to very high
environmental performance criteria"

"Positive-energy areas for green growth" (Territoires à énergie positive pour la croissance 
verte):

Call for expressions of interest in the voluntary involvement of 200 regions in an 
exemplary approach consisting of:

measures to promote energy savings 
the development of low-carbon forms of mobility 
waste recovery 
renewable energy production, etc. 

Wid d i t d ti f th di it l it i d i t d f h i i 2017Widespread introduction of the digital monitoring and maintenance record for new housing in 2017
For new and existing stock: Creation of a Higher Construction and Energy Efficiency Council (Conseil

supérieur de la construction et de l’efficacité énergétique):
a consultative body representing all stakeholders in the construction field for the 

development of standards/regulations in the construction sector

- -

Operational measures for existing buildings
Obligatory renovation measures:

Obligation to incorporate thermal insulation during façade renovations, re-roofing 
operations and the creation of new roomsp
Strengthening of the obligation to renovate tertiary buildings in order to achieve a 60% 

reduction in final energy consumption by 2050 compared to 2010
Inclusion of energy performance in the criteria that determine the decency of rented 

accommodation
Removal of urban planning-related impediments to the insulation of buildings
S ti h h ldSupporting households:

The public service for housing energy performance is based on a network of "regional energy 
renovation platforms" (plateformes territoriales de la rénovation énergétique) covering the entire 
nation

The development of support platforms is currently supported by a call for expressions of interest 
l h d b ADEMElaunched by ADEME
Facilitating the financing of energy renovation:

Creation of an energy renovation loan guarantee fund
Remove the impediments to the development of third-party financing companies
Creation of an energy cheque to help fund the energy bills of low-income families or the costs 

of controlling the energy consumption of their dwellingsof controlling the energy consumption of their dwellings

- -
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